
REVISED JUDICATURE ACT OF 1961 (EXCERPT)
Act 236 of 1961

600.2955 Scientific or expert opinion or evidence; admissibility.
Sec. 2955. (1) In an action for the death of a person or for injury to a person or property, a scientific

opinion rendered by an otherwise qualified expert is not admissible unless the court determines that the
opinion is reliable and will assist the trier of fact. In making that determination, the court shall examine the
opinion and the basis for the opinion, which basis includes the facts, technique, methodology, and reasoning
relied on by the expert, and shall consider all of the following factors:

(a) Whether the opinion and its basis have been subjected to scientific testing and replication.
(b) Whether the opinion and its basis have been subjected to peer review publication.
(c) The existence and maintenance of generally accepted standards governing the application and

interpretation of a methodology or technique and whether the opinion and its basis are consistent with those
standards.

(d) The known or potential error rate of the opinion and its basis.
(e) The degree to which the opinion and its basis are generally accepted within the relevant expert

community. As used in this subdivision, “relevant expert community” means individuals who are
knowledgeable in the field of study and are gainfully employed applying that knowledge on the free market.

(f) Whether the basis for the opinion is reliable and whether experts in that field would rely on the same
basis to reach the type of opinion being proffered.

(g) Whether the opinion or methodology is relied upon by experts outside of the context of litigation.
(2) A novel methodology or form of scientific evidence may be admitted into evidence only if its

proponent establishes that it has achieved general scientific acceptance among impartial and disinterested
experts in the field.

(3) In an action alleging medical malpractice, the provisions of this section are in addition to, and do not
otherwise affect, the criteria for expert testimony provided in section 2169.

History: Add. 1995, Act 249, Eff. Mar. 28, 1996.
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